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one of the intaresting challenges of computer scence
{C5) education is preparing students for the large-scale

, ' computing of today's world. This paper presents a model angther.”
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A factory fab 3

was no telling in advance how I'd stand up to the hard physical work and long hours, and
| was worried that the women wouldn't aceept me. I'd also have to manage on the low
wages. Although I'd been an active socialist feminist for a long time, my outlook must
have been infiuenced by my own experience-of a relatively well-paid job with shori hours
and long holidays, and by being single and childless. | wondered whether the very different
experience meant that the cental issues in the women’s movement were not so relevant to
Haddio osnohcion T rathers were mote important.

In addition to trying to answer these broad questions and the attempt to be politically
involved in a different way, | hoped that working in a large factory would help me think
about particular questions of class analysis. Nowadays the working class is much more dif-
ferentiated than it was a century ago; the vast majority of workers are wage labourers who
sell their labour 1o an employer in exchange for a wage; there are far fewer self-employed,
domestic servants and rentiers than in the past. Developments cand non
mechanised methads of production require workers with diffe
cation, and a whole amray of white-collar administrative, scient

2| Create Link

The state itself has become a major employer over the last few
preparation and other work which used to be done in the home i

URL; it fen.wikipedia, org/wikiMarism |

talist basis outside the home, and accounts for the vast expansiof
tor. These changes have resulted in a labour force, differentiated|

Create Link |

=3

by different degrees of skill and education, who enjoy widely
wage levels. What are the similarities and differences berween
forees divide them and what would encourage them to ally?

Some recent Mo zs take the fact that both top scientists, say. and nighi
leaners are wage labourers to be the common denominator, outweighing the differences|
etween them, Others distinguish between sections of the working class on the basis of ide-|
elogical or political authority given to some groups over others. | thought that much more
knowledge and theorerical work were necessary if we were to assess the political implica-
tions of this expansion in wage labour. Although all wage lak 2 i
definition of the working class. they may have a different rela ot L
value extracted in a different manner from the different grougy
common features, and how would it affect their polirical cons|
sociological questions—it is imperative politically to know %

and what unites and divides them
My other particular question was about jwomen’s work in in.[Fow was the expan-

sion of semi-skilled work for women linked historically with the development of more
mechanised methods of production? Power-driven machine 10ols and assembly lines per-
mitted goods to be mass produced by relatively unskilled workers, but our knowledge
of how women have been drawn into factories since the 1930s 1s scanty. Feminists have

i d_the wav swomen swers usad_to_substitute for mal,

iz this
relevevant?
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